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Allogeneic:  Belonging to the same species but having a different genetic constitution.

Anaplasia:  Loss of structural differentiation, as seen in malignant neoplasms.

Autologous:   Originating within an individual, especially a factor present in tissues or fluids.
Carcinogen:  Any substance or agent that can produce cancer.

Carcinoma in situ:  Malignant cell changes in the epithelial tissue that do not extend beyond the basement membrane; “cancer in place.”
Dysplasia:  Alteration in size, shape, and organization of mature cells.

En bloc:  To remove as one piece (in surgery).
Epithelial:  Pertaining to the layer of cells forming the outer surface of the body, the lining of the body cavity, and principal tubes and passageways.

Erythema:  Diffused redness of the skin due to dilation of the superficial capillaries.
Exfoliative cyctology:  Microscopic examination of cells that have been shed from or scaled off the surface epithelium.  Performed for diagnostic purposes.

Hyperplasia:  Overproliferation of normal cells within a normal tissue structure.

Leukopenia:  Abnormal decrease in the number of circulating white blood cells.

Mesothelioma:  A malignant tumor derived from the mesothelial cells of the pleura, peritoneum, or pericardium.  It is found most often in smokers or persons with a history of exposure to asbestos.
Metastasis:  Movement of bacteria or body cells, especially cancer cells, from one part of the body to the other, typically by way of the circulatory system.

Metastasize:  To spread by metastasis ( see metastasis).
Palliative:  Treatment provided to relieve the symptoms of a disease rather than to effect a cure.

Papanicolaou test (smear):  Diagnostic test for the early detection of cancer cells. Commonly called a Pap test, Pap smear.
Radioisotope:  Radioactive form of an element.  Some are commonly used for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.

Reed-Sternberg cells:  Giant connective tissue cells with one or two large nuclei that are characteristic of Hodgkin disease.

Sarcomas:  A cancer arising from mesenchymal tissue, such as muscle or bone, which may affect  the bones, bladder, kidneys, liver, lungs, parotids, and spleen.
Syngeneic:  Descriptive of individuals or cells without detectable tissue incompatibility
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Acetabulum:  Rounded cavity on the outer surface of the hip bone that receives the head of the femur.
Alveoli (pulmonary):  The microscopic air sacs in the lungs through whose walls the exchange of carbon dioxide and oxygen occurs.
Anastomosis:  Surgical, traumatic, or pathological formation of a connection between two normally separate tubular structures or organs in the body.

Anoxia:  Absence of oxygen.

Arrhythmias (cardiac):  Irregularities in the force or rhythm of heart action caused by disturbances in the discharge of cardiac impulses from the heart’s sinoatrial node or their transmission through the heart’s conductile tissue.

Atelectasis:  In a neonate, the failure of the lung to completely expand at birth; generally, a collapsed lung.  The collapse may be complete or partial.

Auscultation:  Listening to sounds produced by the internal organs or other body parts for diagnostic purposes.

Bronchioles:  One of the many smaller passages conveying air with the lungs.

Cardiomegaly:  Increase in the volume of the heart or the size of the heart muscle tissue.

Chiari malformation (also called Arnold-Chiari deformity):  A condition in which the inferior poles of the cerebellar hemispheres and the medulla protrude through the foramen magnum into the spinal canal.  It is one of the causes of hydrocephalus and is usually accompanied by spina bifida cystica and meningomyelocele. 
Chyme:  Nearly liquid mixture, composed of partially digested food and gastric secretions, that is found in the stomach and duodenum during digestion of a meal.

Claudication:  Lameness; limping.  

Cyanosis:  Bluish discoloration of the skin and mucous membranes due to an increased proportion of unoxygenated hemoglobin in the blood.  
Ductus  arteriosus:  Connection between the aorta and the pulmonary artery in the fetus;  it allows most of the blood pumped by the left ventricle to bypass the lungs (which do not function in the fetus) and enter the systemic circulation.  In some infants, the connection persists after birth; the condition is known as patent ductus arteriosus.
Dystonia:  Prolonged muscular contractions that may cause twisting (torsion) of body parts, repetitive movements and increased muscular tone.

Epigastrium:  The region of the abdomen over the pit of the stomach.
Epistaxis:  Hemorrhage from the nose; a nosebleed.
Excoriated:  Abrasion of  the  skin or of the surface of any organ by trauma, chemical agents, burns, or other causes.
Fontanel:   Incompletely ossified space or soft spot between the cranial bones of the skull of a fetus or infant.
Ganglion:  Mass of nerve like cell bodies lying outside the brain and spinal cord.
Hematuria:  Blood in the urine.
Hydronephrosis:  Swelling of the renal pelvis of the kidney with urine due to obstructed outflow.
Hydroureter:  Distention of the ureter with fluid due to obstructed outflow.
Hypertrophy:  Increase in size or volume of an organ or other body structure that is produced entirely by an increase in the size of existing cells, not by an increase in the number of cells.
Lumen:  Space within an artery, vein, intestine, or other tubular structure.
Meconium:  First feces of a newborn infant made of salts, amniotic fluid, mucus, bile, and epithelial cells.  The substance is greenish black, almost odorless and tarry.
Meninges:  Three membranes covering the brain and spinal cord.
Microcephaly:  Abnormally small head.
Nephrectomy:  Removal of a kidney.
Nevus (pl. nevi):  Birthmark or mole; congenital discoloration of the skin due to abnormal pigmentation or vascular tumor.
Nystagmus:  Rhythmic involuntary movement of the eyeball.
Ortolani sign:  The “clunk” felt when an examiner abducts (draws away from the body) and lifts the femurs of a spine of a supine infant.  The clunk indicates a partial or an incomplete displacement of the hip.
Parasympathetic:  Referring to a portion of the automatic (involuntary) nervous system.  Activity of the parasympathetic nerves produces affects such as constriction of the pupil of the eye and slowed heart rate.
Peristalsis:  Involuntary wavelike contraction occurring along the walls of the hollow tubes of the body, especially the esophagus, stomach, and intestines.
Pylorus (pyloric sphincter):  Lower opening of the stomach leading into the duodenum.  The pylorus is closed most of the time by the pyloric sphincter, a ring of muscles that opens at intervals of allow the flow of chyme into the duodenum.
Reflux:  Flowing back or return flow of fluid or other matter.
Resection:  Excision.
Septum:  Any wall between two cavities; for example, the atrial septum divides the right and the left atria of the heart.
Tachycardia:  Abnormally rapid heart beat, generally defined as exceeding 100 beats per minute.
Tachypnea:  Abnormal, very rapid breathing.
Teratogen:  Anything that adversely affects normal cellular development in the embryo or fetus.  It may be certain chemicals, some therapeutic and illicit drugs, radiation, and intrauterine viral infections.
Toxemia:  Condition in which poisonous products of body cells at a local source of infection or derived from the growth of microorganisms are spread throughout the body in the blood.
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Alogia:  Inability to speak owing to a mental condition or a symptom of dementia.
Avolition:  Lack of motivation for work or other goal-oriented activity.
Decompensate:  Inability to maintain defense mechanisms in response to stress, resulting in personality disturbance or psychological imbalance.
Delusion:  A false belief brought about without appropriate external stimulation and inconsistent with one’s own knowledge and experience.
Echolalia:  Involuntarily repeating words spoken by others.
Folate:  Salt or ester of folic acid.
Hallucination:  False perception having no relation to reality and not accounted for by exterior stimulus.
Intromission:  Insertion of the penis into the vagina.
Mutism:  Persistent inhibition of speech seen in some severe forms of mental illness.
Polysubstance  dependence:  Condition occurring when individuals exhibit behaviors associated with the inability to control the use of many different drugs or substances.
Serotonin:  A chemical found in platelets, gastrointestinal mucosa, mast cells, and the central nervous system;  its action on cellular receptors plays a role in intestinal motility, nausea and vomiting, sleep-wake cycles, obsessive-compulsive disorder, depression, and eating.
Tolerance:  Acquired resistance to the effects of a drug.
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Abrade:  To chafe, to roughen or remove by friction.
Bacteremia:  Bacteria in the blood.
Bulla (pl. bullae):  Large (generally greater than 0.5 cm) fluid-filled blister.
Comedo:  Plug of dried, discolored fatty matter clogging a pore of the skin; commonly called a blackhead.
Debridement:  Removal of dead or damaged tissue or other matter, especially from a wound.
Electrodesiccation:  Method of electrosurgery  in which tissue is destroyed by dehydration with a probe generating a series of short, high-frequency electric sparks.
Induration:  Area of hardened tissue; the process of hardening.
Keratin:  Hard, fibrous protein that is the primary constituent of hair and nails.
Keratolytic:  Agent used to loosen and remove the outer layer of the epidermis.
Melanin:  Dark pigment that gives color to skin and hair.
Mohs micrographic surgery:  A method of excising skin tumors a layer at a time until entire tumor is removed.  Developed by Frederic Edward Mohs, U.S. surgeon.
Papule:  Red, raised area of the skin, generally small and solid.
Pustule:  Small, raised area of the skin filled with pus or lymph.
Pyoderma:  Any acute, pus-causing , inflammatory skin disease.
Raynaud phenomenon:  Intermittent interruptions of blood supply to the fingers, toes, and sometimes the ears, marked by severe pallor of these parts and accompanied by numbness, tingling, or severe pain.
Rhinophyma:  Nodular swelling and congestion of the nose associated with acne rosacea.
Stratum corneum:  Outermost or horny layer of the epidermis.
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Ankylosis:  Immobility of a joint.
Blepharoptosis:  Dropping of the upper eyelid.
Contracture:  Permanent shortening or contraction of a muscle, often producing physical distortion or deformity.
Crepitation:  Crackling sound, such as that produced by the grating of ends of a broken bone.
Dysphagia:  Difficulty in swallowing or inability to swallow.
Dysphasia:  Impairment of speech resulting from a brain lesion.
Embolism:  Obstruction of a blood vessel by foreign substance or a blood clot.
Luxation:  Displacement of organs or articular surfaces; complete dislocation of a joint.
Paresthesia:  Sensation of numbness, prickling, or tingling.
Raynaud phenomenon:  Intermittent interruptions of blood supply to the fingers, toes, and sometimes the ears, marked by severe pallor of these parts and accompanied by numbness, tingling, or sever pain.
Tinel sign:  A cutaneous tingling sensation produced by pressing the nerve trunk that has been damaged or is regenerating following trauma; named for Jules Tinel, French neurologist.
Tophus (pl. tophi):  Calculus (stone) or mineral deposit in bone or tissue.
Virulence:  Strength of a disease, its capacity to overcome the resistance of the organism.
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Agnosia:  Loss of ability to understand or interpret auditory, visual, or other forms of sensory information even though the respective sensory organs are functioning properly.
Agraphia:  Loss of ability to convert thought into writing.
Alexia:  Loss of ability to understand the written language.
Anticholinergic (drug):  Drug or agent that inhibits the action of the neurotransmitter chemical acetylcholine, blocking parasympathetic nerve impulses, with consequent reduction of smooth-muscle contractions and various bodily secretions. 
Aphasia:  Loss or impairment of the ability to communicate through speech, writing, or signs due to dysfunction of brain centers.
Bradykinesia:  Extreme slowness of movement.
Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF):  Clear fluid that bathes the ventricles of the brain and the central cavity of the spinal cord.
Cheyne-Stokes respiration:  Breathing pattern disturbance characterized by a period of deep, rapid respirations followed by a period of shallow respirations or no respirations at all.  The cycle rhythmically repeats every 45 seconds to 3 minutes.
Contracture:  Permanent shortening or contraction of a muscle, often producing physical distortion o deformity.
Craniotomy:  Surgical incision through the cranium.
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA):  An acid containing the genetic instructions used in the development and functioning of all living organisms.
Diplopia:  Double vision.
Dysphasia:  Impairment of speech resulting from a brain lesion.
Endoplasmic reticulum:  A network of sacs that manufactures, processes, and transports chemical compounds for use inside and outside of the cell; responsible for the production of the protein and lipid components of most of the cell’s organelles.
Foramen magnum:  Opening in the occipital bone through which the spinal cord passes from the brain.
Hemiparesis:  Paralysis affecting only one side of the body.
Meninges:  Three membranes covering the brain and spinal cord.
Mitochondria:  Microscopic cell organelle that contains enzymes for cell respiration.
Neuropeptide:  Brain messengers responsible for the mood, energy levels, pain and pleasure reception, body weight, and ability to solve problems; they also form memories and regulate the immune system.
Nuchal rigidity:  Stiff neck.

Photophobia:  Unusual intolerance of light.
Ribosome:  Microscopic cell organelles that produce proteins for cells.
Serotonin:  A chemical found in platelets, gastrointestinal mucosa, mast cells, and the central nervous system; its action on cellular receptors plays a role in intestinal motility, nausea and vomiting, sleep-wake cycles, obsessive –compulsive disorder, depression, and eating.
Somatic:  Pertaining to sensation perceived as originating from superficial or muscular structures of the body rather than sensations seeming to come from the internal organs.
Stupor:  Condition of unconsciousness or lethargy.
Tinnitus:  Ringing, buzzing, tinkling, or hissing sound in the ear.
Visceral:  Pertaining to the cavity containing internal organs.
